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Hot Topics and the Legal Studies Syllabus 
 
Hot Topics: legal issues in plain language is published by the Legal Information Access 
Centre, State Library of NSW. It uses a reader-friendly layout (including photographs) 
and plain language to make complex, changing and controversial areas of the law readily 
understandable.  
 
Here are some suggestions for where particular Hot Topics are relevant to the NSW HSC 
Legal Studies Syllabus: 

Preliminary Course 
 
PART I – THE LEGAL SYSTEM 

• 60 Australian Legal System 

• 55 Sentencing 

• 54 Bill of Rights 

• 49 Juvenile Justice 

• 66 Domestic violence  

  

• 48 Native Title  

• 46 You & Your Lawyer  

• 38 Courts  

• 34 Voting & Elections 

• 21 Parliament 

PART III – THE LAW IN FOCUS 

• Group 1: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples – 68 Indigenous peoples, 33 

Reconciliation, 48 Native Title, 63 Climate Change, 49 Juvenile Justice, 55 Sentencing, 

41 Consumers & Money (section on “book-up”) 

• Group 2: People who have a mental illness or intellectual or physical disability 

67 Prisoners, 39 Intellectual Disability & Criminal Law, 55 Sentencing, 49 Juvenile 

Justice. 

• Group 3: Migrants (see Find Legal Answers Tool Kit) 

• Group 4: People who are sociologically disadvantaged – 67 Prisoners, 57 Shelter, 55 

Sentencing, 54 Bill of Rights, 49 Juvenile Justice, 40 Discrimination 

• Group 5: Women – 66 Domestic violence, 56 Sexual Assault, 40 Discrimination  

• Group 6: Other groups covered by human rights legislation, including anti-

discrimination legislation – 65 Human rights, 53 Same-sex Families, 40 Discrimination,  

 

http://www.sl/


 

“Hot Topics helps legal studies teachers and students keep abreast of

current developments in the law which cannot be found in textbooks. 

We find it an invaluable resource.” 

Lindsay Reed – Head Teacher Social Sciences, Caringbah High 

School 

HSC Course 

PART I – LAW AND SOCIETY 

Topic 2. Human Rights - 65 Human Rights, 45 Privacy,  53 Same-sex Families, 54 Bill of 

Rights, 55 Sentencing, 57 Shelter. 

PART II – FOCUS STUDY: CRIME 

• 59 Drugs & the law  

• 58 Terrorism 

• 55 Sentencing 

• 56 Sexual assault                                        

• 49 Juvenile Justice 

• 47 Domestic violence 

• 39 Intellectual disability & criminal law 

• 36 Human genetic information (DNA 

testing, evidence)  

 
PART III – ADDITIONAL FOCUS STUDIES 
1. Consumers – (see Legal Tool Kit), 45 Privacy, 41 Consumers & money, 32 E-law, 51 

Personal injury. 

2. Family – 62 Children & Families, 53 Same-sex Families 

3. Global environment –63 Climate change, 69 International law (2009), 43 Water law. 

4. Indigenous peoples – 68 Indigenous peoples, 48 Native title, 33 Reconciliation  

5. Shelter – 57 Shelter 

6. Technological change – 64 Health & the law, 32 E-law, 36 Human genetic information, 45 
Privacy, 52 Copyright  

7. Workplace – 61 Employment & the law 

8. World order – 65 Human rights, 69 International law (2009), 58 Terrorism.  

The Tool Kit and Hot Topics are available in all public libraries in NSW. 
Subscriptions to Hot Topics or individual issues may be purchased from the Legal 
Information Access Centre. A subscription is four issues per calendar year, and costs 
$82.50; individual issues from no. 51 onwards cost $22 and back issues (nos. 32-50) cost 
$16.50. Prices include GST.  
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