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      Newsflash:

  
  We’re open every day except Good Friday, 29 March. View our Easter opening hours here ›
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      Courts and the legal system

    
    
  
    
  
Do you need a lawyer, or are you representing yourself in court? Find information about court procedures and forms. Find out about our legal system.




	Where do I start?


	If you're representing yourself in court, start with How to run your own court case.


	You and your lawyer helps you understand the role of lawyers and how to work with your lawyer.


	Then follow the links below to find other information, including fact sheets, online books, legislation, and books in the State Library.



 




  


    
    

  
    
          
    
    
  
          
        
          
      Content Location
    
        
        Any
In the State Library
In your public library
Online

Any
In the State Library
In your public library
Online



  





              

          
        
          
      Subjects
    
        
        Any
Going to court and resolving disputes
Lawyers and the legal system

Any
Going to court and resolving disputes
Lawyers and the legal system
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  Legal Aid NSW | LawAccess NSW - My car or a driving offence
  

Find information about what to do if you have been in a crash or charged with a driving offence.






  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  About the legal system - Chapter 1 of The Law Handbook, 15th edition
  

This chapter covers Australia's legal system including common, statute, criminal and civil law, courts and tribunals, time limits, appeals, legal documents, and legal research.






  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  Australian legal system - Hot Topics series, no 79
  

An overview of the elements of our system and how it developed, covering how law is made, what the law deals with and the roles of the legislature, judiciary and executive.




  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  You and your lawyer - Hot Topics series, no 78
  

This issue will help you to understand the role of lawyers and includes practical information about how to work with a lawyer, lawyers duties, ethics, costs and complaints.




  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  How to run your own court case: representing yourself in courts and tribunals
  

A practical guide to representing yourself in a non-criminal court or tribunal. It covers all areas of non-criminal law, including debt, tenancy, family law, and appeals of government decisions. 




  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  Defend Yourself: facing a charge in court, 3rd ed
  

A practical guide to defending a criminal charge in court which covers areas including arrest and questioning, bail, lawyers and self-representation, and court procedure.






  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  Dealing with debt: a legal guide to personal debt in NSW
  

An easy to read guide to solving problems with debt in NSW, including how to respond to debt recovery action in the Local Court of NSW. 






  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  Legal Aid NSW | LawAccess NSW - A criminal charge
  

Find information about your rights when dealing with the police and going to court.






  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  Courts and Tribunals - Hot Topics series
  

This issue provides an overview of Australia's court system, federal and state, and how it fits within the legal system.






  


  

  
    
    
     
   
  
  NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT)
  

NCAT deals with a broad range of matters, from tenancy issues and building works, to decisions on guardianship and administrative review of government decisions. Find everything you need about making an application and going to the Tribunal.
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                  LawAccess NSW
                
        Free government telephone service that provides legal information, referrals and advice for people who have a legal problem in NSW.





              


                        


    
            








          


  



  
  
  
    
                    
      
        
                  Community Legal Centres NSW
                
        Community legal centres provide free legal help to people in need.





              


                        


    
            








          


  



  
  
  
    
                    
      
        
                  Legal Aid NSW
                
        Help for people with legal problems including legal advice, court assistance and family dispute resolution.  





              


                        


    
            








          


  



  
  
  
    
                    
      
        
                  Aboriginal Legal Service
                
        Legal information, advice and court representation for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.





              


                        


    
            








          


  





  




          
      Legislation and case law

    
    
  
  
  
    
      
      
        
                  NSW legislation
                
        Find all NSW legislation, including current and historical Acts, Regulations, Gazettes and Bills. 





              


          


    
            








          


  



  
  
  
    
      
      
        
                  NSW caselaw
                
        Find cases from NSW courts and tribunals, including the Supreme Court, Local Court, and the Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT)





              


          


    
            








          


  



  
  
  
    
      
      
        
                  AustLII
                
        Find legislation and cases from all Australian jurisdictions.





              


          


    
            








          


  



  
  
  
    
      
      
        
                  Federal Register of Legislation
                
        Find all Commonwealth legislation, including current and historical Acts, Legislative Instruments, Gazettes and Bills.
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              Need legal help?

        
  
    LawAccess NSW is a free government telephone service that provides legal information, referrals and in some cases, advice for people who have a legal problem in NSW.
 1300 888 529
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
 
 LawAccess NSW


  



  

    

    
        
    
              Find Legal Answers

        
  
    	About
	Hot Topics
	School resources
	Legal Information for Aboriginal people
	Legal information in community languages



  




              State Library services

        
  
    	Law research guides
	HSC Legal Studies research guide
	Ask a Librarian
	Drug Info



  



  

    

    
        
    
              Find your public library

        
  
    View a full list of public library locations by clicking the link below.
View library locations  


  




      
  
    Information for public library staff about the Find Legal Answers service.
Public Library Services


  



  

    

    
        
    
      
  
    	YouTube 
	Twitter 
	Facebook 
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